It's the Music That Brings Us Together

May 10, 2020
SSAA for female voices
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Words, Music, and Arrangement by Clay Hine, copyright Clayton B. Hine, May 2020

For as long as I can remember (literally), music and barbershop have meant a lot to me. To my whole family, to choruses I’'ve
sung with and directed, to quartets I've had the privilege of singing with, to barbershoppers I've sung tags with and had
the amazing opportunity to meet from all over the world, and to folks who love music who I hope to meet someday:

this is for you...make as many copies as you want...and thanks for sharing music with friends.
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From the Composer/Arranger
This song was written shortly after “shelter-in-place” for COVID-19 started. As with many barbershop ensembles, my
chorus had just started virtual rehearsals...and it was inspiring to see how many barbershoppers still wanted to find
ways to rehearse, learn more, and talk about music...and most importantly, stay connected to all of our barbershop
friends. It’s easy for me to get emotional about the impact barbershop has had on my life, but with the craziness of
everyday life, we don’t always get a lot of opportunities to remember WHY barbershop is so important in our lives.
Sharing a song or a great tag with friends is one thing that made us all go nuts for barbershop in the first place.
Even when we're not able to sing together, it's incredibly inspiring and helps us remember WHY when so many
still do so much to virtually get together with the friends that make music so meaningful to all of us.

Performance Notes
1) This key (F) should work well for female barbershop ensembles, but feel free to pitch it up or down if that better fits
your particular ensemble’s vocal strengths. This arrangement is also available in Ab (TTBB for male vocies) and
C (SATB for mixed voices).
2) There are optional notes shown in measures 17 (bass), 18 (bari), and 20 (bass). These work just fine, and may be
considerations for your ensemble depending upon the voices and on the key you choose.
3) The song starts with a simple message - “it’s the music that brings us together” - and continues to tell the story of
what music means to us. From sweet melodies to grand harmonies, music is the emotional fire that fuels our souls.
Music is passion, music helps us through good times and bad times, and when our troubles might be especially
great, music is there to help ease the burden. The message starts simply, grows more emotional, passionate, and
grand, and then comes back to the simple thought that “it’'s the music that brings us together”...but it's the friends we
share music with that matter the most and that make each day special.

www.clayhine.com



